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Everyone has a point of view when they talk about a subject. Many things we read are not 

factual, but are the opinions of the author. Sometimes writers twist factual information to fit 

their point of view. Not all points of view are bad as long as these views can be supported by 

reliable factual information. People disagree with each other’s points of view all the time. It’s 

up to you as the researcher to evaluate and analyze different peoples’ point of view before 

you determine your own course of action. However, you can’t do this if the source of 

information you are reading is intellectually dishonest with their personal analyzes.  

 

When you are searching information for a project it’s important to determine how reliable the 

source is. A good resource will tell why they wrote their book (Preface), or built their web 

page. The author is upfront about their point of view, and they will try to persuade you to 

their point of view with supported factual information. Other authors won’t be as honest, and 

they will try to pass themselves off as experts in the field without telling you what their real 

agenda is all about. This type of intellectual dishonesty can lead you down the wrong path, 

and to accept ideas that are without merit. History is filled with examples of leaders who led 

their people to ruin by manipulating information. The continued success of a Democratic 

nation lies with a well-informed public. As soon as a Democratic people rely on others to 

think for them, then that nation will stumble, and, possibly, be overthrown by a dictator, or 

small group of individuals.  

 

Today, I want you and your partner to evaluate two web sources using the Evaluating 

Information produced by the California State University at Chico 

(https://library.csuchico.edu/sites/default/files/craap-test.pdf). Print out your evaluation on 

each web page, print out the home page of each web site, and staple it together. You’ll have 

30 minutes to complete this exercise. Afterwards, we’ll have a class discussion about these 

two web sites.  

 

Web Site #1 - http://www.junkscience.com  

Web Site #2 - http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=JunkScience.com  
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