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Student Schedules
Students may pick up
their class schedules on
Thursday, August 30
from 1-4 p.m.

Dear Parents and Families;
I hope this summer has been relaxing and enjoyable for you. I am excited to begin the 2018-2019
school year as the new principal of your Valley View Vikings. Having grown up in Snohomish
and attended Valley View, I am thrilled to be here and grateful for the opportunity to serve you
and your students. I am committed to ensuring the emotional and physical well-being of your
child, so they feel safe to grow and learn.
Joining Brian Burdon and me on the administrative team, is Brenda Weyhrauch. Brenda comes
from Steilacoom High School, previously teaching middle and high school students in Alaska,
Kansas, Minnesota, and Germany. We are eager to start the year and begin our journey together
to support you and your child!
We are also excited to introduce Nancy Erickson, Director of Choral Music from Glacier Peak,
to direct our choir program. Welcome, Nancy!
You will notice an improvement to the face of Valley View, as well. We have a new door that
enters directly to the main office! This will allow us to better secure the campus during the
school day.
August is a great time to relish the excitement of the new school year while enjoying the last bits
of summer. We have an amazing staff who are incredibly kind and ready to welcome and support
your student. Valley View offers outstanding academics, activities, and programs for students to
explore and find their footing as young adults and lifelong learners.
I hope to see you all at Viking Days August 21-22. We look forward to welcoming you all back,
meeting our new families, and sharing our beautiful campus with you!

Sincerely,
Monica Bauer

When will your child start school?

Tentatively, 7th graders and 8th graders brand new to Valley View will attend
on Wednesday, September 5. Both 7th and 8th graders will
attend on Thursday, September 6. The school day runs from 7:30 a.m. to 2:10
p.m. Monday through Thursday and from 7:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. on Fridays.

(further details inside)

MAKING SUMMER PLANS?

VALLEY VIEW VIKING DAYS DATES FOR THE
2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

August 21-8th Grade Registration 10:00 a.m.-1:00-p.m.
August 22-7th Grade Registration 10:00 a.m.-1:00-p.m.
August 22-7th and 8th Grade Registration 4:00-7:00 p.m.
**Enter through the Commons doors on the bus loop side of the building.

Parents have the right to request information on the professional qualifications of their student’s classroom teachers.

• August 21-8th Grade Viking Days
(10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
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(10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
• August 22- 7th and 8th Grade Viking
Days (4:00-7:00 p.m.)
• August 30-schedule Pick Up 1-4 pm
• September 5 -Tentative First
Day of School for 7th graders &
brand new 8th graders.
(No Zero hour band)

• September 6-Tentative both 7th
and 8th attend
• September 20-picture make up day
• September 27-Curriculum Night 7pm

7th or 8th grade students who are new to the Snohomish School District and live in the Valley View attendance area
are encouraged to visit the Valley View website to download the applicable grade level enrollment/registration packet (under
the Parents tab/School Registration & Supplies/New Registration Forms/and select Valley View from the Form Type drop down
and click submit and select applicable grade level packet.) If you don’t have online access, enrollment packets may be picked up
at Valley View beginning August 20.

Viking Days
VIKING DAY PROCESS—To complete registration, students should be prepared to accomplish the following steps:
1. Pick-up Student Information Update sheet and make any changes necessary along with the registration check sheet. The
Student Information Update sheet must be handed in before a class schedule is given to your child. If newly registering an
Emergency form has to be filled out before a schedule is given.
2. Purchase school agenda and 8th grade celebration (if applicable). Please make check payable to VVMS Parent Club.
3. Pay for yearbook and ASB card (an ASB card is required to play a sport). Make checks payable to VVMS. All students
must have a photo taken for an I.D. card (no charge).
4. Picture Packets are optional—make checks payable to “Dorian Studios”. Students must get a picture taken for the annual
and ID card though.
5. Lunch ticket prices and purchase information will be available, reduced or free lunch packets for 2018-2019 will also be
available if you did not receive one in the mail (students who qualify for reduced/free lunch will receive free breakfast
through the year) —make checks payable to Snohomish School District.
6. Athletics/Activities information will be available—pick-up or turn in completed athletic physical forms.
7.

Return Student Information Update Form, Emergency Form, and complete or pick-up medication forms if needed.

8.

Receive your Student or Parent Access login and password if needed also, update/verify current e-mail addresses.

9. Question/answers
*****There are usually long lines at the beginning of Viking Days. We ask that students and parents line up at the end of the
line- please, no cuts in line!

AGENDAS

At registration each student will need to purchase a school agenda, the cost is $6.00. The agenda will assist him/her
with organization and study skills. This agenda contains the student handbook, an assignment record keeper, and
other useful information. We request that parents and students take the time to carefully review our expectations.
Teachers will explain more in depth during the first week of school , and will work with students on the effective use
of the agenda. Students will be responsible for bringing their agenda to each class and using the
assignment record. Once you receive your agenda, be sure to review Valley View’s dress
code policy so students are dressed appropriately, an excerpt is also enclosed. It will be
enforced throughout the school year. ****Please put your child’s name inside in several
different places.

DRESS CODE: Students' appearance should be neat and clean. Students are to be fully clothed and wear shoes
at all times. Individual dress is up to the student and his/her parents/guardians as long as it complies with the following guidelines developed to encourage a positive and safe learning environment. Some classes require specific clothing for safety or a particular activity, i.e., Shop and P.E.
Clothing may not have any pictures, symbols, or words that represent alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, gangs, sexual
messages, racial slurs, profanity, or messages that are offensive.
Pants must be secured at the waist. Oversized jeans, sagging pants, sagging jeans, or sagging shorts are not
permitted.
No low-cut or “low-rise” jeans, pants or skirts which expose the mid-section are allowed.
No beach wear may be worn. This includes, but is not limited to bathing suits, halter tops, tank tops, low-cut shirts,
short shorts or clothing that exposes the midriff.
Shoes must be worn at all times.
No undergarments, including boxer shorts or shoulder straps may show.
Pajama bottoms and tops are not permitted.
No bandannas of any color may be worn. This includes bandannas worn in any manner, even as part of a hair style.
Hats and sunglasses must be removed upon entering the school building at the beginning of the day and put away in
a bag or locker until the end of the school day.
Hoods on hooded sweatshirts may not be worn up in the building or classrooms at any time.
No chains (on wallets, etc.) may be worn.
No spiked jewelry or accessories may be worn.
Clothing that is damaged or altered (i.e. cut-offs, torn or ragged pants, shorts or similar apparel that are un-hemmed)
must not reveal inappropriate areas of the body.
Skirts/shorts must be fingertip length.

DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS
A violation of the dress code will result in the students being asked to change and come into compliance with the
dress code. Parents may be called to bring a change of clothes. If unable to change or cover up, the student will be
sent home for the day. A letter is sent home to a student’s parents/guardians notifying them their student has violated
dress code.

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES:
At Valley View Middle School, we value Digital Citizenship: appropriate, responsible behavior with regard to technology use. Personal electronic devices (including but not limited to: laptops, tablets, mobile phones, wearables) are the
students’ responsibility. Valley View is not responsible for the safety of student personal electronic devices.
Students may use their personal electronic devices in the building before and after school, during passing time and
their lunch time (lunch time is in the Commons and outside area only). In order to promote a culture of school safety,
welcoming social interactions, and responsible digital citizenship, headphones and earbuds of any kind are not allowed before school, during passing time, during lunch, and on the way to bus or personal transportation. In addition,
Recording audio, video, or images of other people without their permission is not permitted.
Use of personal electronic devices in bathrooms and locker rooms is not permitted.
Use of personal electronic devices and headphones is prohibited during class time unless a staff person has
specifically permitted use of the device as a learning tool. If an electronic device is used without staff permission, the student and the device will be sent to the office and the device can be confiscated. 1st offense is a verbal
warning and reminder to put the device away. 2nd offense-the device is confiscated and returned to the
student at the end of the school day. Further offenses require a parent pick-up of the device at Valley View.

MORE REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Optional Fees:
ASB Card
Yearbook only
Agenda (required)
8th gr. celebration fee
School Pictures
Lunches

NEWS FROM THE BAND
ROOM

$15.00
Are you ready for band in September? Please be pre$25.00
pared for the fall by having your instrument looked
$6.00 Sold by VVMS Parent Club
over
by a technician –especially if you play a wood$15.00 (8th gr. students only)
wind—to
make sure it is in good playing condition. If
Various prices “Dorian”
you
take
care
of this now, you will avoid the September
$3.00 each (milk $.50)
crowds
at
the
music stores. If you need to rent, now’s
*Cash, check, and credit/debit are accepted at this time for
the time!
ASB/Yearbook and lunch purchases. Cash and check only
for Parent Club purchases. Please be advised that if you will
be paying by check, several may be needed. This is also a
great time to pay an outstanding fine/fee as well.

Life Fitness Requirements:
Shirt: School appropriate and must meet school dress code.
Shorts and pants: athletic style, elastic waistband, leg inseam 6
inch minimum. No short -shorts, spandex, boxers or pajamas.
Shoes: Your shoes need to have thick soles, a good arch support
and non-marking soles. Cross-trainers are a nice choice. Shoe
laces must be tied snugly all the way from bottom to top & tied
with bow showing on top. Socks: Separate PE socks are needed
to keep feet dry—have two pairs. Pullover Sweatshirt (no zippers): optional but recommended, can be hooded or crew neck.
Medication at school— If your child needs to take a prescription medication at school, you must have a SSD form signed by
your doctor. This form can be found on the VV website at: parents-commonly requested forms and docs- form type “all” form
name “Authorization for Administration of Medication Form”.
For over-the-counter medications, a parent signature and school
nurse signature is required. These medical forms will be available at registration also.
Bus Schedules—The transportation schedule is be posted to the
SSD website. Please keep in mind that times are approximate,
within 5-10 minutes as routes are being finalized. Should you
have a specific question about transportation, please call
(360) 563-3525.

The Viking Bands are looking great for 2018-2019. If
you were in sixth grade band and are not signed up, it’s
not too late. We’re always looking for more
music students. All you need to do is call our registrar,
Adrienne Galusha, at 360-563-4239 to make a change.
You’ll be glad to be a member of our great band
program and we’ll be glad to have you.
Cadet Band will work from Standard of Excellence,
Book II, and Concert Bands will work from Technic
Today, Part 3. Avoid the rush and get your books
early; they are available at all area music stores.

Curriculum Night

Thursday, September 27 at 7:00 p.m.
You’re invited to meet your child’s teachers and
learn about the curriculum which will be covered
this year. Everyone will meet in the gymnasium at
7:00 p.m. for a brief introduction. You will then
follow your child’s class schedule, meeting with
each teacher for a ten-minute period.
period.

Student Schedules

Students may pick up their class schedules on Thursday, August 30 from 1-4 p.m.

For those 7th graders not able to receive their schedule on August 30. Upon arriving to school on your first day,
please report to the cafeteria and go to the table marked by the first letter of their last name. For 8th graders starting
without a schedule, you may pick up your schedule in the cafeteria as well if needed.
All adult staff members will be available before school and during passing
periods to assist students in finding their classes throughout the first week or so of the new school year.

Parent Club Meetings

Valley View’s Parent Club will be meeting the fourth Monday of each month in our
Second floor B ELA at 7pm. Please feel free to join us, we encourage you to become involved and be
a part of your child’s school and education. Our first meeting will be held Monday, September 24.

VALLEY VIEW ATHLETICS
th

2018 – 2019 Fall Sports/Season 1

th

Our fall sports include 7 and 8 Grade football, 7th and 8th grade Softball, and 7th and 8th grade Cross
Country. Students planning on turning out for sports need to have a completed sports physical and a completed online packet through RankOne Sports. This link can be found on the VV website Athletics / Athletic
Packet & Forms. The completed physical should be turned in at the Athletics table at Viking Days:
Tuesday, August 21 and Wednesday, August 22. After Vikings Days, please turn the hard copy of your
physical into the Valley View main office. Please make sure that the physician has signed and completed his/
her portion. Once the online/RankOne portion and the physical are completed, students are then added to
our athletic database, and can attend and participate in the first day of practice. Students are also cleared for
any sport throughout the year. Physicals signed by the doctor are good for twenty-four months from the date
of the doctor’s approval, although a yearly profile update must be done through RankOne.
ASB CARD/PARTICIPATION FEE
Athletes must purchase an ASB Card in order to participate in sports along with a participation fee which is
$50 per sport with a maximum of $100 per year. This fee can be waived for students who have a current Free
and Reduced Lunch Approval on file with the District. Please provide a copy of this letter to our bookkeeper,
Mrs. Dalrymple. The athletic participation fee is due prior to the first contest and shall be paid (or waiver requested) by using the Athletic Fee envelope provided by the coach. Please make checks out to “VVMS
ASB.” Refunds will not be provided after the first contest.
7th and 8th Grade Cross Country: Head Coach Brian Johnson, Assistant Coach Amy Seelhoff
Here are our tentative practice times: Participants will turn out for the first day of practice on
Thursday, Sept. 6 from 2:20 – 3:45pm at Valley View Middle School. Parents are responsible for picking up
students promptly after practice at 3:45pm. Students should wear running shoes and comfortable clothes. All
students should bring their own water bottle to practice.
7th Grade Football: Head Coach John Ellison
8th Grade Football: Head Coach Mike McDaniel
Here are our tentative practice times: There is a player and parent meeting on Thursday, August 16
in the Valley View Gym from 4:30 to 6:00pm. From 4:30 – 5:00pm, students will be fitted for helmets and
shoulder pads. Students will also try on football pants and can complete order forms for football pants,
shorts, shirts, sweatshirts, wrist-coaches, and mouth guards. We have a collection of cleats that will be available to those who may need them. If you have a pair that your athlete is no longer in need of, feel free to bring
those in for collection. We will also do locker checkouts. From 5:00 – 5:30pm students and parents will meet
in the main gym for a meeting to learn about program philosophy, expectations and safety. We are taking
steps to make the game of football safer for our students and have a lot to share with parents and students.
Beginning Monday, August 27 practices will run from 2:30 – 4:30pm Monday through Thursday on the football
field at Valley View Middle School. No experience is required, all are welcome. Students should come
dressed in shorts, t-shirt, and cleats. All students should bring their own water bottle to practice. Water only
on our football field. Parents are responsible for picking up students promptly after practice at 4:30pm.
*** We have open 7th and 8th grade assistant football coaching positions at Valley View. The head
coaches for both grade levels have extensive coaching experience, and are great people to work
with. If you have football coaching or playing experience and would be interested in coaching, please
contact Brian Burdon, the Athletic Director (360-563-4231 or brian.burdon@sno.wednet.edu).
7th and 8th Grade Softball: Head Coach Brad Johnson
Here are our tentative practice times: We have one softball team that is open to both 7th and 8th
grade girls. Softball is a cut sport and tryouts will take place on Tuesday, September 4th; Wednesday,
September 5th; Tuesday, September 11th and Wednesday, September 12th from 2:30 – 4:45pm on the softball field at VVMS. Notifications regarding team selection will take place after tryouts are completed on
Wednesday, September 12th. Practices will begin on Thursday, September 13th. Practices after school will
run Monday through Thursday from 2:30 – 4:45pm at VVMS. Currently we do not have any practices or
games scheduled for Fridays. If we reschedule a game for a Friday, students must leave campus when
school is dismissed at 12:10pm, and then meet at Valley View for the 2:30pm departure time (for away
games), or 4pm game time (for home games). Parents are responsible for picking up students promptly after
practice at 4:45pm. Students are encouraged to bring their own equipment to practice as well as their own
water bottle. We will assign lockers in the girl’s locker room for gear storage. Each student is responsible for
providing their own lock.

Mail In or Online Payment Option of ASB Card and Yearbooks!!
You can mail in your registration form to purchase an ASB card and/or yearbook. This
will eliminate the need to wait in line to purchase these items and is convenient for
families that will be out of town. Simply fill out the form (which is attached in this newsletter) and
mail to VVMS to the attention of Jackie Dalrymple, our bookkeeper. At this time we can only accept
checks, please make them payable to VVMS, also note your child’s name and student I.D. # in the
memo portion of your check. If you are planning to attend registration to have school pictures taken, in
order to receive your student’s ASB card that day, your form and payment will need to reach our
bookkeeper by Friday, August 3rd.

Paying online is easy and convenient from July 2 through August 31.
Click here to purchase online

https://wa-snohomish.intouchreceipting.com/
• ASB and yearbook purchases will be available for on-line purchases using above link. The user
name is the student number (including leading “0”) and the password is the last name of student.
• A small convenience fee will be charged per transaction per student.
• Athletic payments are not currently set up, athletic payments will be accepted in person once the
final roster has been submitted by the coach.
• When paying in person through the bookkeeper’s office either cash, check, or debit/credit is
accepted.
*If you pay online or by mail, you will not need to wait in the line to pay fees and your student will be
on prepaid list for photographer. Even if you are not purchasing pictures, your student will need to be
photographed for yearbook and/or ASB card.

Do you love music and are always singing?

You are a star! Valley View Choir is the place for you!! I'm Mrs. Erickson and I'm the choir teacher at
Valley View. I love Choir and am really excited to have you in class. I will help you with your vocal quality
and music reading so that you can sing anywhere. Our choir will be giving the gift of music all over our community and we will be very proud of our ensemble and musicianship. I'll be at Viking Days this August and
I'm sure looking forward to having you in Valley View Choir!

Student Lockers

Students are responsible for providing a quality lock for their student locker. This can be a combination lock
or a key lock. P.E. locks must be combination only. Lockers will be assigned through students’ science
classes. A record of their combination and locker number are kept on file, if it is a key lock the spare can be
left as well. It is a good idea for parents to also keep a copy of the combination or spare key. Please note that
if a student neglects to give that combo or spare key for record keeping, the only option for the student
may be to cut the lock off if the combo or key or lost or forgotten. Students are not allowed to move to an
unoccupied locker without authorization.

ATTENTION PARENTS—WE COULD USE YOUR HELP!

You will notice we have included a VOLUNTEER FORM . Volunteers are a vital part of an effective and efficient
school. We would appreciate your interest in volunteering and filling out this form. Please bring the completed form
with you to registration . We will have blank forms at registration as well.

VALLEY VIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
14308 BROADWAY AVENUE
SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON 98296
(360) 563-4225

VIKING DAYS MAIL IN ORDER FORM
Please return this form with payment for items you have checked below. Please make checks
payable to VVMS.
Mail to:

VVMS
14308 Broadway Ave. SE
Snohomish, WA 98296
Attn. Jackie Dalrymple, Bookkeeper

Student Name___________________________________Grade___________
Parent Name____________________________________Telephone________
ASB Card and Yearbook Combo

$40.00

Please Check______

ASB Card

$15.00

Please Check______

Yearbook

$25.00

Please Check______

Total Amount Enclosed______________
**An ASB Card is required to participate in any after school sport or be an ASB officer. An
ASB card also offers discounts to ASB activities.
**Payment must be RECEIVED in our office prior to Friday, August 3, 2018 in order to
bypass the line to pay for these items. Your student will receive their ASB card after going
through the photographer line and will appear on the “prepaid list”.
**Please write and highlight “Attn: Jackie Dalrymple, Bookkeeper” on envelope.

VALLEY VIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
REQUIRED SCHOOL SUPPLIES
For the 2018-2019 School Year

***Please note, supplies will not be needed until that first full week of school.
2 pens - blue or black & 1 red correction pen
3-hole notebook paper-standard college rule
1 notebook 1-1/2” to 2”
2 sets of 7 notebook dividers with pockets
1 pencil pouch & 12 #2 pencils, extra cap erasers, and manual sharpener
2 boxes facial tissue-given to 1st period teacher
2 glue sticks, 1 pair scissors, 1 scotch tape, and 1 ruler
1 package of colored markers
1 package colored pencils
1 package 3x5 index cards
4 Dry Erase White Board Markers
2 highlighters
Post it notes
5 Composition books for various classes
Scientific calculator for all math classes
Silent reading book
1 flash/thumb drive
Cinch Sak, no larger than 14 in. X 17 in.
(back packs are not allowed in classrooms)
Personal set of headphones/earbuds for computer lab use
7th gr. PE-1 one inch 3 ring binder or waterproof 3 ring pee-chee folder
2 padlocks-(student and P.E., P.E. must be a combo lock)
***Art students will be given a list of required supplies the first day of their class.
Other supplies may be required by individual teachers.

WATCH

D.O.G.S.

WATCH D.O.G.S.® (Dads Of Great Students) is the safe school initiative of the National Center for Fathering that involves fathers and father figures to help create a more safe and secure learning environment in our
nation's schools. Who are Watch DOGS? Fathers, grandfathers, step-fathers, uncles, and other father figures
who volunteer to serve at least one day each year in a variety of school activities.
If you are interested in volunteering representatives will be at Curriculum Night on
September 27.
Information may also be obtained through Valley View’s Main Office or their website under
the parent tab.

Volunteers Needed: Valley View Parent Club Needs Your Help!
The Parent Club is still seeking to fill volunteer positions. We are also in need of a few more volunteers for
Viking Days August 21st and 22nd. Volunteers are needed to help with selling agendas and cinch sacks
and directing parents. Students are welcome to earn Junior Honor Society Volunteer Hours if they would
like to volunteer for Viking Days.
Volunteers get priority checkout on the same day/time they volunteer.
Please see the signup genius for volunteer opportunities and to sign up for Viking Days.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4daba62ca6fa7-chairperson
or email one of the following board members for more information:
Gillian Bicket gm.oneal@frontier.com or Janeill Rummerfield janeillr@hotmail.com

Every Day Matters: Connecting Chronic Absenteeism and
Student Health
by Northwest Educational Service District 189, Article provided by Ed on April 25, 2017
I learned today from talking to Lorali Gray, MEd, BSN, RN, NCSN and School Nurse Corps Administrator at
the NWESD, that six million children nationwide are chronically absent from school. In Washington State,
according to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), 16% of all students K-12 are chronically absent. This amounts to about 174,000 students! I was shocked. What does this mean? A student is
chronically absent if they miss two days per month, or eighteen days total per year for any reason, excused or unexcused. The
Healthy Schools Campaign notes that many of these absences are excused and are directly related to health reasons.
Historically, absenteeism improvement efforts have focused on truancy related to unexcused absences. This has sadly overlooked the
impact of chronic absenteeism on students who miss school for health reasons. However, that is changing. I found that over the past
two decades research has been conducted documenting the impact of health on academic achievement. Dr. Charles Bausch of Columbia University Teachers College is a well-known pioneer in this field promoting awareness of health disparities and their contribution to the achievement gap; the visible connection, chronic absences.
Although the causes of absenteeism are complex, the connection between health and absenteeism is clear and significant. Many common chronic and acute health conditions result in missed school days. Did you know that asthma is one of the top leading causes of
school absenteeism both nationally and statewide and accounts for 1/3 of all missed days of instruction? The US Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) has identified Washington asthma prevalence among the highest in the nation with nearly 120,000 children in our
state living with asthma. Other chronic conditions such as diabetes, anxiety, obesity, oral health concerns and vision problems are
also contributing factors. Nationwide, students ages 5-17 miss nearly 2 million school days annually due to dental problems. According to the 2014 Washington State Healthy Youth Survey, statewide, 46% of 12th-grade students who miss school due to a toothache
are more likely to report lower grades (Cs, Ds or Fs). Acute illness such as influenza, strep throat, ear infections and seasonal allergies account for roughly 40% of school-aged children missing three or more days of school each year (Healthy Youth Campaign).
When acute and chronic health conditions are combined with physical, social and environmental health disparities, the risk of absences increases, disproportionally affecting children of color, those with disabilities, and those living in poverty.
As I listen to conversations around our region and state about these concerns, some educators are asking what schools can do to address student health and chronic absenteeism? The literature is rich with suggestions; here are a few from the Healthy Schools Campaign Tool Kit:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide a healthy school environment that includes clean indoor air, well-maintained buildings, a safe and supportive climate,
access to clean drinking water and adequate handwashing facilities.
Support access to school health and nursing services to ensure students with health conditions have appropriate care while at
school.
Offer healthy breakfast and lunch programs.
Support access to behavioral and mental health services.
Provide sound policy for addressing absences and communicate to school staff, families and the community.
Provide physical education and activity throughout the school day.

Additionally, according to Dr. Charles Bausch, the most effective approach is collectively addressing these disproportional issues
through the profound connection to chronic absenteeism. This means that students, families, schools and communities all share responsibility for this complicated problem by promoting awareness, building capacity and garnering resources. In an effort to do just
that, in 2016, OSPI released data on district chronic absenteeism rates to assist individual districts in decreasing their numbers. While
reviewing some of our region’s data, I noticed some interesting figures indicating chronic absenteeism rates as low as 5.7 % and as
high as 22.59%. I encourage all districts to look at their data and take steps for improvement. Furthermore, OSPI, Department of
Social and Health Services, and Mentoring Works WA have collaborated with Jermaine Kearse, a native Washingtonian and Seattle
Seahawk, to record a wake-up Robo call for students and a notification of absence phone call for parents. All schools can arrange to
utilize this brief, but impactful wake-up call.
I once heard someone say that being successful requires “showing up”. Every day matters so let's work together to help our students
“show up” to school.
Read More

