
Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) FAQ 
 
What are AMOs? 
AMO stands for Annual Measurable Objectives. These are yearly learning targets set by the state of 
Washington in reading and mathematics. This is the first year our state has used AMO targets instead of 
AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress). Schools now have targets, which are unique to schools and various 
student groups (ethnicity, low income, special education, etc.) 
 
How is AMO different from AYP? 
The AMOs are designed to help focus more on student growth and improvement. Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) focused on whether every school met a single, predetermined level of performance.  No 
longer will our schools be labeled as “passing” or “failing.” The new focus is on how each school can 
continuously improve and for state and district resources to be used where they are needed most. 
 
What happened to AYP? 
On July 6, 2012, Washington state received a one-year conditional waiver from some of the 
requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act, which included AYP. The intent of the waiver is to 
empower states such as Washington to create a new accountability system, to provide schools and 
districts with the assistance they need to improve, and to maximize student achievement. As a result, 
AYP has been replaced with AMO. 
 
How is AMO calculated? 
• The baseline for creating these annual targets is 2011 state test results. 
• The halfway point between the percentage of students in all groups meeting standard in 2011 and 

100% is each school’s target by 2017.  
Example:  If 76% of all students in School ABC met standard on the math MSP in 2011, then 88% of 
them are expected to meet standard by 2017. 

• To create annual goals OSPI simply divides the percentage needed to get to that halfway point by 
six—the number of years between 2011 and 2017. 
Example:  In School ABC all students will be expected to increase performance of by 2% per year 
between 2011 and 2017 on the math MSP. 

How have MSP refusals impacted AMO? 
Refusals on the 2012 MSP had a negative impact for many of our schools individually. It also contributed 
to our school district falling below 2012 targets overall and for most student groups. 
 
Does AMO impact state or federal funding? 
No. Title I funding for our school district is determined by the number of students who receive 
free/reduced lunch.  Title I funds can only be spent on Title I schools. In our district those schools are 
Central Primary Center, Emerson Elementary and Cascade View Elementary. 
 
Why did some of our schools previously meet AYP but are now listed as below the AMO? 
These two measures of school success are different. Some of our schools previously met AYP because 
their performance on state tests was above a single, predetermined standard of performance for all 
schools and student groups in the state.  AMOs are annual increments of improvement unique to each 
school and student group within the school.  Under this system there are now annual improvement 



targets unique to our schools and our student subgroups. These are designed to get our schools halfway 
to 100% proficiency by 2017.  It is often the case that the closer a school gets to 100% proficiency, the 
harder it is to narrow the gap. 
 
 
What are the consequences for not meeting AMO?  What does it mean for my school? 
Title I schools identified as Priority, Focus, or Emerging must focus improvement plans and the use of 
Title I funds to support improvement in areas not meeting AMO.  In our district, Emerson Elementary is 
an “Emerging” school.  All other schools will use AMO data to develop improvement goals and school 
improvement plans. We are committed to the success of all students. We are proud of the work our 
students and school staffs are doing. Our teachers are working hard to achieve the goal of significantly 
increasing performance for all student groups by 2017. 
 
Why is the data for our district different from other districts?  
Every district is unique. Our district, like every district in this state, is working hard to do the very best for 
all children.  
 


