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Howard Earl Averill 

Professional Baseball Player 

 

Howard Earl Averill, the “First Earl” of Snohomish is a member of the 
Major League Baseball’s Hall of Fame. Earl attended Snohomish High 
School in the 1910s, but had to leave school because of a family 
hardship.  
 
Earl was the first American League player to hit a home run in his initial 
major league at-bat, and as of 1994 holds six team career hitting 
records for the Cleveland Indians. He arrived on the major league scene 
in 1929. His first season he hit .331 and led the team in home runs 
(breaking the previous club record). During his career he played for the 
Cleveland Indians, Detroit Tigers, and the then Boston Braves. He was 
the only outfielder in either league elected to the first six all-star teams. 
Earl’s career batting average was .318 including 238 home runs. His 
best season was in 1936 when he slammed the ball at a .378 pace while 
collecting 232 hits and 15 triples that led both leagues.  
 
The ultimate tribute to Earl Averill was his induction into Baseball’s Hall 
of Fame in 1975. He passed way in 1983. 
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Cliff Bailey 

Class of 1944 
Dairy Farmer 

 

A 1944 graduate of Snohomish High School, Cliff Bailey has made his 
mark in the State of Washington. He was an active dairy farmer, a 
member of the Snohomish School Board from 1961-1969, a member of 
the Snohomish County Council, and served as its Chairman from 1980-
1983. 
 
Cliff was elected to the Washington State Senate representing the 39th 
District. Education in Washington has always been a priority to Cliff. He 
served as Chairman of the State Education Committee and had a major 
impact on educational funding during his tenure.  
 
Cliff has made significant contributions to the people of the Snohomish 
community. His involvement in agriculture, education, and community 
service has produced great benefits for the residents of Snohomish and 
Snohomish County. 
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Keith Gilbertson, Sr. 

Class of 1945 
Teacher, Coach & Volunteer 

 

A 1945 graduate of Snohomish High School, Coach Gilbertson has been 
a life-long resident of the Snohomish community. He coached at 
Snohomish High School for 43 years and taught for 31 years, retiring in 
1983. He coached five State championship teams and thirty-one league 
champions. He was named Snohomish Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Man of the Year and the Snohomish County Man of the Year. In 1986 
he was elected to the Washington State Football Coaches Hall of Fame. 
 
Coach Gilbertson has been a life-long role model for thousands of 
students and a true inspiration to three generations of Snohomish 
students and athletes as well as a vast number of college and 
professional athletes and coaches. 
 
Coach Gilbertson is respected by all. He passed away in 2011. 
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Dr. Paul Hodge 
Class of 1952 

Scientist 

 

Dr. Paul Hodge graduated from Snohomish High School in 1952. He 
went on to pursue a B.S. degree from Yale and then earned his Ph.D. 
from Harvard University. 
 
Dr. Hodge has been on the staff of numerous colleges throughout the 
United States. He has been a professor at the University of California at 
Berkeley, lecturer at Harvard, a physicist with the Smithsonian 
Observatory, and a Fellow with the Wilson Observatory. He is a long-
standing professor of Astronomy and a former department chairman at 
the University of Washington.  
 
Dr. Hodge is the author of numerous books on astronomy. He is named 
in “Who’s Who in American Scientists”. Dr. Hodge is recognized around 
the world as an expert in astronomy. 
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Clifford Earl Torgeson 

Class of 1941 
Professional Baseball Player 

 

Clifford Earl Torgeson is the “Second Earl” of Snohomish and graduated 
in 1941. He became a major league first baseman. He played 15 years in 
the major leagues despite missing four years because of W.W. II. He 
played with the Boston Braves, Chicago White Sox, Philadelphia Phillies, 
and the New York Yankees. Earl helped all three major league teams to 
pennant-winning seasons. 
 
Earl was always an outstanding defensive player. He finished his career 
with a fielding percentage of .990. His lifetime batting average in league 
play was .265 with 149 home runs. His World Series batting average 
was an outstanding .368. After returning from the majors, Earl served 
as Snohomish County Commissioner and as Snohomish County Parks 
Director.  
 
Earl passed away in 1990. 
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Dr. Peter Van Soest 

Class of 1947 
Scientist 

 

Dr. Peter Van Soest graduated from Snohomish High school in 1947 and from 
Washington State University in 1951 with honors in Dairy Science. He received a 
Doctor of Philosophy in 1955 from the University of Wisconsin. After two years as 
a biochemist at the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, Washington D.C., he 
was appointed to the Agricultural Research Service. 
 
Dr. Van Soest is one of the country’s foremost animal scientists. In 1984 he 
received the Washington State University Alumni Achievement Award. 
 
Dr. Van Soest’s application of chemistry to the characterization and quantification 
of fiber in feeds and foods has resulted in a comprehensive system of feed 
analysis that is accepted and used worldwide. These accomplishments and others 
have transformed the nutritional management of ruminants, especially of dairy 
cattle, throughout the world. 
 
He has been a professor on numerous college faculties, with the most recent 
being at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. He is a prolific writer, being the author 
of two textbooks and author or co-author of over 300 papers. 
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Dick Armstrong 
Teacher, Coach 

 
Dick Armstrong taught and coached high school students for over 40 years, the 
last 32 years at Snohomish High School. 
 
Dick taught science and physical education at Snohomish High School from 1962 
until his retirement in 1994. He also was the Head Football Coach during that 
time. During his tenure the Panthers won State Football Championships in 1976 
and 1978. Dick coached numerous All-State Football players and many former 
Panthers went on to play college and professional football. 
 
Coach Armstrong was named the 1977 Snohomish County Sports Man of the Year 
by the Everett Herald newspaper. He was also named Coach of the Year by the 
Washington State Coaches Association in 1978 by the National High School 
Coaches Athletic Association. 
 
During his Head Coaching career, Coach Armstrong's football teams earned 272 
victories. He passed away in 1999 
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Lawrence “Maggie” Bryant 

Class of 1930 ½  
Teacher, Coach 

 

“Maggie” graduated from Snohomish High School in 1930 ½. He purposely stayed 
an extra semester so that he could play football. He was the first recipient of the 
"Inspirational Panther Football Award”. Starting with the 1931 season Maggie 
started attending all of the football games as a fan. With the exception of the 
games he missed while he was serving our country during W.W.II, he hasn't 
missed any! Coach Armstrong invited him into the locker room after games to 
give a pep talk or to sing the Panther fight song - he has been doing this for over 
25 years. He has earned the title of "Snohomish's Number 1 Football Fan”. He has 
also attended numerous basketball games and has inspired thousands of athletes 
over the years. Not only has Maggie been a devoted loyal alumnus of Snohomish, 
he has been extremely generous financially. His contributions have been a big 
boost to Snohomish's athletic program. 
 
“Maggie” loves Snohomish and has so many stories to tell. At 94 he is a wealth of 
information. He has supported Snohomish High School for over 76 years as a loyal 
alumnus. His devotion to his alma mater is truly amazing and one that will be 
difficult to replicate. This kind of dedication is very rare. 
 
Maggie passed away in 2010. 
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David Eddings 
Class of 1949 

Author 

 

David Eddings graduated from Snohomish High School in 1949. He 
attended Reed College in Oregon, where his ambition was to study 
drama. College was followed by a stint in the army as a non-
commissioned officer in charge of 63 men. He then worked for Boeing 
as a "missile bum", and with his wife Leigh, he traveled the country 
emplacing Minuteman missiles, and then lived in New Orleans where 
he worked on the Saturn project. 
 
David made his writing debut in 1973 with the book High Hunt, an 
adventure story in a modern environment. Soon after, the field of 
fantasy called and thus began a remarkable publishing career. His first 
two series, The Belgariad and The Malloreon established him and his 
wife Leigh as one of the bestselling novelists in recent memory. He has 
a strong background in the discipline of literature and bases his work in 
secretly profound ways on archetypes and old written traditions. Co-
authoring with his wife, he has been deemed an absolute master of the 
fantasy genre.  
 
David passed away in 2009.  
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Harold “Hal” Moe 

Teacher, Principal and 
Superintendent 

 

Hal dedicated 28 years to the Snohomish School District in a number of 
different capacities.  
 
Hal served as a Major in the Marine Corps in the South Pacific during 
W.W. II. He came to Snohomish in 1940 and was the Vice Principal of 
Snohomish High School until 1953 when he became Principal. After 10 
years as Principal, Hal served the Snohomish School district as 
Superintendent for five years. In 1964 Hal worked with the Washington 
State Legislature to create an opportunity for students to understand 
and honor the contributions of service men and women. Hal is 
considered to be the “founding father” of the Americanism Assemblies 
held throughout Washington State schools. In 1967 he began the 
Marine Corps JROTC Program at Snohomish High School. 
 
Hal passed away in 2001. 
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Ed Peterson 

Band and Music Director 

 

Ed Peterson was the Band and Music Director at Snohomish High 
School for 38 years. During that time the Panther Band was honored as 
the Washington State Band Champions in 1979, 1989, 1991, and 1992. 
 
Ed took the SHS Band international. In 1968, recorded music played by 
the Panther Band was broadcast on Radio Free Europe. Ed created 
opportunities for SHS Band members to play in London, Scotland, and 
Paris in 1980. In 1985 the Panther Band played for President Ronald 
Reagan. In 1988 the SHS Band played on the Great Wall of China. The 
Snohomish High School Band was the only American band to play at the 
Taiwanese Presidential Inauguration in 1990. During his career Ed took 
the Panther Marching Band to 22 countries around the World, including 
trips to England, Ireland, France, Germany, Holland, Norway, Scotland, 
Thailand, Japan, and Korea. 
 
To quote Lynda Schular, in her book And We Will Not Forget, History of 
the Snohomish School District in 1994, "(former band director Herman 
"Red") Eickoff brought statewide recognition to the SHS band 
members; Peterson would take them around the world".  
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Narda Pierce 
Class of 1973 

Attorney 
 

Narda Pierce graduated from Snohomish High School in 1973. Narda attended 
Whitman College and Harvard Law School.  
 
The highlight of her career was arguing the Locke vs. Davey case in the United 
States Supreme Court, a case involving the separation of church and state. She 
and her colleagues received the 2003 National Association of Attorneys General 
Best Brief Award in that case. Her favorite case was defending the state law that 
provided for the financing of Safeco Field – she had a “Refuse to Lose” sign in her 
case file.  
 
Narda served in the Attorney General’s Office for over twenty years. Among other 
assignments, she served a term as chief of the Fish and Wildlife Division and was 
the lead attorney in litigation challenging the selection of Hanford as a candidate 
for a nuclear waste repository.  
 
In the early 1990’s Narda served as an Assistant Director at the Department of 
Ecology, overseeing the nuclear waste, solid waste, and recycling programs. 
 
In 2001 Narda Pierce received the Washington State Bar Association’s Angelo 
Petruss Award for Lawyers in Public Service.  
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Albert Ullman 
Class of 1931 

United States Representative 
from Oregon 

 

The Honorable Albert Conrad Ullman represented Oregon's Second District in the 
United States House of Representatives from 1957-1981. He graduated from 
Snohomish High School in 1931. In 1935 he graduated from Whitman College in 
Political Science. He earned a Master's Degree in Public Law from Columbia 
University in 1939. After serving in the U. S. Navy during W.W.II, Mr. Ullman 
moved to Baker, Oregon in 1946. 
 
Al Ullman was first elected to Congress in 1956. Most of his efforts focused on the 
development of Oregon's water resources and the improved management of our 
natural resources. In 1961 he was elected to the Ways and Means Committee. In 
1973, while serving as acting chairman, he led the committee in developing the 
Trade Reform Act of 1973 and guided other legislative efforts in the areas of tax 
reform, welfare reform, and national health insurance. He became chairman in 
1975. 
 
Congress, Mr. Ullman also served on the Judiciary Committee, the Joint 
Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation, and many other joint committees and 
commissions.  
 
Al passed away in 1981. 
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Doris Wentworth 

Teacher, Volunteer 
 

Doris began working for the Snohomish School District in 1968. She was 
the overseer of the Special Education program at Snohomish High 
School from 1973-1994. She created the Care Bears program for 
students experiencing personal challenges. She also was the unofficial 
“staff grandmother”, regularly checking on staff and working to keep 
the teachers and staff “sane and healthy”. 
 
Doris worked with the Snohomish County Kitchen, serving homeless 
and hungry twice a week. She was involved in the EACAP Program at 
Central Elementary, held an annual book sale in her home to raise 
money for coats and school supplies, and volunteered with the 
Women’s Shelter in Everett. Doris was in charge of all children’s 
programs for the Snohomish Tillicum Kiwanis, including selecting their 
scholarship winners. 
 
To quote Doris, “There was never a day that I didn’t want to go to 
school – I loved every minute!” 
 
Doris passed away in 2010.  
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Stan Bates 

Coach, Principal and College 
Athletic Administrator 

 

Stan Bates taught in Monroe and Snohomish for 19 years after earning 
10 varsity letters from the University of Puget Sound before graduating 
in 1934.  
 
While at Snohomish High School Stan Bates coached Football, 
Basketball, and Track. He coached three Basketball Teams to the State 
Tournament (1945, 1949, 1953) and coached two State Track Meet 
Event Champions (1944, 1945). He later served as Principal until 1953 
when he joined the Washington State University staff in 1953. A year 
later he was appointed Athletic Director, a post he held for 16 years. He 
then took over leadership of the newly formed Western Athletic 
Conference in 1970, a position he held until his retirement in 1980. 
 
Stan Bates held numerous leadership positions in the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association, and was inducted into the Washington 
State High School Coaches Hall of Fame and the WSU Athletic Hall of 
Fame. 
 
Stan passed away in 1996. 
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Dr. Eldon Bell 
Class of 1952 

Military and Civilian Doctor 
 

Eldon Bell became a student at Snohomish High School after moving 
from Alaska beginning his Junior Year in 1950. He graduated as a 
member of the Class of 1952.  
 
Eldon attended the University of Washington and graduated from the 
U.W. Medical School in 1960. He then served as a United States Air 
Force Flight Surgeon for 10 years. He was part of the medical team that 
worked with the first astronauts in the early 1960s 
 
Dr. Bell spent 15 years in private practice as a rural country doctor in 
South Dakota. He also worked for the State Department in Burma, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Washington, D.C. for 14 years. 
 
At age 70 he returned to Active Duty in the United States Army 
Reserves and served in Operation Iraqi Freedom for 16 months. 
 
Dr. Bell is proud to be a Retired Air Force Colonel, a Viet Nam Veteran, 
and a Panther! 
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Ray Johnson 

Teacher, Administrator 
 

Raymond Johnson was hired as a classroom teacher at Snohomish High School in 
1969. He taught both social studies and physical education and was an assistant 
football and wrestling coach. In 1975 he became Vice Principal and remained in 
that capacity until he was named Principal in 1979. 
 
Ray was Principal at Snohomish High School until his retirement in 1996. As 
principal he oversaw the change of S.H.S. from a four year high school to a three 
year school, the continued remodeling of the high school campus, and the 
construction of the “new” stadium. During his tenure as principal he was 
instrumental in establishing many programs at Snohomish High School including 
the Departmental Awards Program, Night of the Arts, Advanced Placement, 
National Honor Society, Chinese Language and the Chinese Exchange Program, 
the Panther Inspirational Award, the Eason Invitational Track Meet, and the 
Panther Classic Wrestling Tournament. 
 
During his seventeen years as principal he put together an outstanding staff, six of 
which were named “Educator of the Year” by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction’s Office, which at that time was the most of any high school in 
Washington State. He also served as president of the Northwest Principals 
Association and was named a Regional Distinguished Principal in 1992. 
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Janet Kusler 
Class of 1975 

Business, Medicine, Athletics 
 

Janet Kusler is a life-long Panther, having graduated from Snohomish 
High School in 1975 with honors. She was a member of the Jazz Band 
and Jazz Choir, captain, leading scorer and rebounder for the Girl’s 
Basketball team in 1975 (her rebound record still stands), and was 
captain of the Tennis team. 
 
Janet received a Bachelor’s Degree in Pharmacy from Washington State 
University. She was also a member of the WSU women’s basketball 
team from 1976-1979 where she set career rebounding and scoring 
records. 
 
Janet is Co-owner of Kusler’s Pharmacy in Snohomish. She is currently 
serving her third term on the Board of Trustees for the Snohomish 
Education Foundation, is on the Board of Directors for the Washington 
State Pharmacy Association and a member of the Dean’s Advisory 
Council for the WSU College of Pharmacy. Janet is also a guest lecturer 
on Pharmacy Entrepreneurship for the Schools of Pharmacy at the 
University of Washington and Washington State University. 
  



 

 
Snohomish High School 

Hall of Fame 
2008 

 
George Moore 

Education 
 

George Moore was involved in education for over 41 years, 36 in 
Snohomish School District. 
George was the Head Football Coach from 1928-1938 and served as the 
Head Basketball Coach 1931-1932. 
 
George became Principal at SHS from 1931-1945 and Superintendent 
from 1948-1963. He served five years as Superintendent in Stanwood, 
and then returned to Snohomish as Superintendent from 1968 to 1969.  
 
Mr. Moore is credited with directing the Snohomish School District 
during the time of increasing enrollment and an increase in the physical 
size of the School District. The building or initial remodeling of most 
“older” school buildings was accomplished during his administration. 
Many of the traditions associated with Snohomish High School also 
began under his leadership.  
 
George passed away in 1970. 
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Howard Raines 
Class of 1949 

Athletics 
 

Howard Raines graduated from Snohomish High School in 1949. He was an all-
state athlete in both football and basketball. Upon graduation he went to 
Western Washington University where he competed in both sports as a college 
athlete. After receiving his teaching degree, Howard spent a few years teaching in 
Everett before returning to his home town as an educator. Howard taught and 
coached in the Snohomish School District for more than 30 years. Howard had a 
positive impact on his students in P.E., driver’s education, football and wrestling.  
 
Coach Raines started the wrestling program at SHS in 1959 and continued to 
coach the sport until his retirement in 2001. During that time he was honored 
many times with the highlight being his induction into the Washington Wrestling 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. Howard’s kind and giving personality changed the 
lives of many of his students and the community as a whole. He was always 
willing to give his help and support to those who needed it. 
 
Those who knew Howard will always remember to “give’ me the business” when 
faced with adversity. 
 
Howard passed away in 2004. 
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Kirk Adams 

Class of 1979 
Community Service 

 

Kirk Adams is the President and CEO of The Lighthouse for the Blind, which works 
to create and enhance opportunities for independence and self-sufficiency of 
people who are blind, Deaf-Blind, and blind with other disabilities. The Lighthouse 
for the Blind, Inc. currently employs over 350 individuals, 220 of whom have a 
visual disability.  
 
As a 1979 graduate of Snohomish High School, Kirk excelled in both academics 
and athletics. Kirk participated in cross country and wrestling while at SHS. He was 
captain of the wrestling team despite being blind. Kirk finished 3rd at the Blind 
Olympics in wrestling, and placed 2nd in a national cross country skiing 
competition. He was a member of the Hi-Q Team and was a National Merit 
Scholarship Finalist. He also graduated Summa Cum Lauda from Whitman 
University, earning a Masters Degree in Philanthropy. 
 
In 1980, Kirk climbed Mt. Rainier with a group of disabled people, led by the 
legendary Whittaker brothers. He was honored by President Ronald Reagan and 
dined at the Kennedy Compound. 
 
Kirk also currently serves on the Board of Trustees for the National Association for 
the Employment of People Who Are Blind. 
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Tom Lafferty 
Class of 1975 
Broadcasting 

 

Tom Lafferty is a 1975 graduate of Snohomish High School. He spent 16 years as a 
volunteer assistant with the SHS Marching Band, helping the SHS Band with 
numerous international trips (England, France, Scotland, China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Thailand, Japan, and Ireland). He is also a volunteer with the SHS Choral 
Music Department for over 30 years. 
 
As a well-recognized broadcaster in the Puget Sound region, Tom received the 
Northwest League’s Joe Martin Award in 2008 for contributions to the Northwest 
League of Professional Baseball. He has also received a Special Commendation 
from the Snohomish County Officials Association. Professional accomplishments 
include being an announcer for the 1990 Goodwill Games, serving as the former 
Music Director for the Miss Seattle Scholarship Pageant, being the Master of 
Ceremonies for the Herald’s Man & Woman of the Year in Sports, and as an 
announcer for WIAA State Basketball Tournaments. Tom also has been involved in 
the Historical Society Variety Show for 28 years. 
 
Tom is currently in his 25th year as stadium announcer/music director for the 
Everett AquaSox Baseball Club and in his 26th year with Northsound 1380 KRKO 
Radio. 
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Eleanor Leight 

Community Service 
 

Eleanor Leight is a long-time contributor to the Snohomish Arts 
community.  
 
Eleanor has been involved in teaching dance for Snohomish Community 
Education and Emerson PTA for over 40 years. She has helped SHS Band 
Department with choreography, folk dancing, and other forms of 
expression through dancing. She also spoke for a number of years on 
“Life During World War II in the USO” to SHS students. 
 
“The Leight Fantastics” has donated thousands of dollars to benefit 
Snohomish community causes, including money to the Snohomish 
School District for defibrillators, new curtains for the Performing Arts 
Center and a new light board for the PAC. She has also donated gifts to 
Emerson Elementary for underprivileged children at Christmas time. 
 
Five of Eleanor’s sons became part of the Snohomish County Search 
and Rescue unit. 
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James Poier 

Class of 1960 
Aerospace 

 

A 1960 SHS graduate, James received a degree in aeronautics from the 
University of Washington and a received a Master’s Degree in 
Astronautical Engineering from the USAF Institute of Technology. His 
Afterburner study was an important first-effort in the RPV (Remotely 
Piloted Vehicle) development program at Wright Patterson AFB. 
 
James had a distinguished 20 year career as an accomplished pilot, 
instructor pilot, and flight commander, flying three of the Air Force’s 
Front Line Fighters. He was the top in his class at Jet Pilot Training in the 
US Air Force and was selected Instructor Pilot of the first F-15 
Squadron. 
 
He built the Christen Eagle II which is on display at the Evergreen 
Aviation Museum, McMinnville, Oregon. He was awarded two patents 
from Boeing for Checklist Mitigation System and Checklist System 
James flew his first airplane (solo) at Harvey Field when he was 15 years 
old.  
 
James passed away in 2005. 
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Alfred C. Buck 

Co-Founder, Buck Knives 
 
Alfred Buck attended Snohomish High through his junior year. In the spring of 
1927, he made the decision to drop out of school to join the navy. 
 
After service in the U.S. Navy, followed by time in the U.S. Coast Guard, he 
learned to make knives from his father, Hoyt Heath Buck. In 1945, the knife 
company H.H. Buck and Son started operation in the basement of a church in San 
Diego, California. In 1961, Al incorporated the business and the company became 
known as Buck Knives. The knives were originally sold by mail order, but in 1961 
marketing was done through dealers. Al Buck revolutionized the knife industry in 
1964 with the “Model 110 Folding Hunter”.  
 
Buck Knives are one of the most famous of all sportsmen’s knives, and has since 
become one of the world’s leading manufacturers of knives doing about $40 
million a year in business. The U.S. Army, Navy, and Air Force have all been 
satisfied customers.  
 
Al also helped instill the core Christian values the company was founded upon and 
still abides by today. Buck Knives has stayed a family run business for four 
generations and now operates in Post Falls, Idaho. 
 
Al passed away in 1991. 
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Robert C. Cherry 

Class of 1942 
War Hero, Fighter Pilot 

 

Robert C. Cherry was born in Houston, Texas and his family settled in Snohomish, 
Washington in 1931. Robert graduated from Snohomish High in 1942, and enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps on June 12, 1942, less than a month after graduation. After 
competing pilot training, Bob was sent to England and assigned to the famous 56th 
fighter group in early January 1944. He flew the first of his 83 combat missions over 
Germany in the P-47 Thunderbolt. Still a teenager, Bob had been officially credited with 
destroying 4½ enemy aircraft in aerial combat and was also credited as an “Ace” 
because of these victories.  
 
During the 1950s Bob flew slot and left wing with the “Minute Men,” a jet acrobatic 
demonstration team of F-80 jets, and later F-86F GunVal planes. The Minute Men 
performed air shows in all 50 states from and throughout Central America.  
 
Bob is one of the very few who have taken a squadron of single engine, single seat 
fighters across both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans twice. He amassed over 5,000 hours 
of single engine time, over 10% of which was in combat. He flew over 300 combat 
missions and his decorations include the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross with 
3 oak leaf clusters, the Bronze Star, Air Medal with 12 oak leaf clusters, an Army 
Commendation Medal and many more such as 6 Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation 
with one oak leaf cluster, and an Air force Unit Citation with Valor Device.  
 
Bob was inducted into the Colorado Aviation Historical Society Hall of Fame in 2000 and 
passed away in 2002. He was a great fighter pilot, patriot, artist, musician, warrior, 
commander, husband, father and friend.   
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Jack deKubber 

Teacher, Coach, Administrator 
 

Jack deKubber graduated from Lynden High School in 1954 and then played basketball 
at the University of Washington for three years. He transferred and later graduated 
from Western Washington University. 
 
Jack’s career in education began in Arlington where he taught and coached for two 
years. Jack was hired as the basketball coach for the Snohomish Panthers in 1962. In 
addition to coaching basketball, he coached the freshman football team for 3 years, and 
the golf coach for 4 years. Jack has been said to make sports a joy. Jack taught 
Government and Contemporary World Problems while at Snohomish High. 
 
Over the span of Jack deKubber’s 15 years (1962-1977) of being Snohomish High 
School’s head basketball coach, the Panthers won 5 league titles and the 1970 AAA state 
championship title with a season record of 25-2 and a single game scoring record of 91 
points. In the state championship game, the Panthers defeated Pasco High School 53-51. 
 
After 15 years of coaching, Jack stepped down and taught 5th graders for two years 
while he worked on his master’s degree and principals credentials. Jack later took a 
position as the Vice-Principal at Snohomish Junior High School where he worked for 10 
years before retiring in 1989. 
 
Jack’s family also has many ties to the Snohomish School District. Jack’s wife Peggy 
taught in the district for 17 years and subbed for nearly 20 more. Jack and Peggy’s four 
daughters all were graduates from SHS: Lisa in 1979. Lori in 1981, Wendy in 1984, and 
Teri in 1985.  
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Dick Rodland 
Class of 1946 

Teacher, Coach 
 

Dick Rodland graduated from Snohomish High School in 1946 where he was a  
3-year varsity letterman in football and baseball. He played safety and quarterback on 
the 1944 Championship football team, where they went undefeated and unscored 
through league play. He was also a part of the All-State baseball team as a junior.  
 
Dick attended college at both Northwest Bible College (1948-1950) and Seattle Pacific 
College (1949-1952). He married his high school sweetheart, Marjorie Hansen, in 
December 1948 and began teaching 7th grade at Snohomish Junior High School in 1952. 
 
Dick’s coaching credits include 7th, 8th and 9th grade basketball (1952-1991) and assistant 
SHS football coach under former teammate Keith Gilbertson, Sr. (3 years). Dick’s 7th 
grade basketball teams (1964-1991) never had a losing season, 17 of his teams went 
undefeated and 26 won league championships.  
 
Dick was a basketball referee for 24 years and was honored when the SCBBO 
established the Dick Rodland Award for those referees who go above and beyond. He 
was a finalist in the Everett Herald’s 44th annual “Man and Woman of the Year in 
Sports”. 
 
Dick is an active part of the Snohomish community, raising and delivering flowers to 
teachers’ classrooms, serving meals at the Community Kitchen, volunteer coaching at 
SHS and spending his days helping family, friends, and strangers, too. He has been an 
active member of his church since his teens, and he remains a loyal supporter of 
Snohomish High athletics by attending numerous games, and being a positive role 
model for kids.   
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Gordon F. Vickery moved to Snohomish in 1920 and graduated from Snohomish High School in 
1938. He joined the Seattle Fire Department in 1946 and he became fire chief in 1963. During 
his 34 year career with the City of Seattle, he served as a fire fighter, fire chief, and the 
Superintendent of Seattle City Lights. In both offices Gordon showed strong leadership and 
implemented many innovations. Chief Vickery won praise for his efforts in hiring minorities and 
women. He organized community safety programs and an arson task force. His most visible 
achievement came in 1970 when he created the city’s first “Medic One” and “Medic Two” 
programs. His intention was to bring hospital-type coronary and trauma care to victims at the 
scene of emergencies. During the time the idea of firefighters delivering hospital-quality care to 
trauma victims was a radical idea. This service was copied throughout the country and abroad. 
The sharp-tongued and forceful, Gordon Vickery is credited with building the Fire Department 
into a national model. 
 
In 1979, President Carter nominated Mr. Vickery to serve as the interim head of the newly 
created Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Gordon also served as the director of 
the United States Fire Administration throughout the Carter Administration. Under Vickery’s 
leadership the agency established the National Fire Academy, advanced fire-prevention 
education and formed a national fire incident reporting system. He also fought for federal 
legislation that increased the use of smoke detectors and sprinkler systems in buildings. 
 
Gordon Vickery married Frances Schluter, his wife of 55 years, in 1941 and moved to Seattle 
where they raised two sons. Gordon passed away in 1996. 
 


